
Dr Anthony Soares
Acting Director, Centre for Cross Border Studies

@antsoares67





 When assessing impact, 
how do we react to a 
divided political context 
where “evidence” is 
highly contested?

 What is our 
responsibility?





 EU

 Dublin

 London

 [Belfast –
Unionist/Nationalist]



 Ireland as MS

 “Time” is a devolved 
area to Northern 
Ireland – not to 
Scotland or Wales

 Who aligns with who?

 Impact on cross-border 
workers, employers, 
service providers.





 “The Common Travel 
Area (CTA) is a special 
travel zone between 
the Republic of Ireland 
and the UK, Isle of Man 
and Channel Islands. It 
dates back to the 
establishment of the 
Irish Free State in 
1922”.



 “North/South Ministerial 
Council to be established to 
bring together those with 
executive responsibilities in 
Northern Ireland and the Irish 
Government, to develop 
consultation, co-operation 
and action within the island 
of Ireland - including through 
implementation on an all-
island and cross-border basis 
- on matters of mutual 
interest within the 
competence of the 
Administrations, North and 
South”.







 “The UK Internal Market. 
The UK Government 
continues to seek 
development of a shared 
approach to the UK Internal 
Market with the devolved 
administrations, and, 
alongside the work being 
undertaken by policy teams, 
we are considering how to 
manage internal market 
issues across framework 
areas”.



 “Trade and international 
obligations. Although 
frameworks are domestic 
structures, they will need 
to be adaptable to future 
international trade deals 
and other international 
obligations which will 
require ongoing 
flexibility”. 

 “Northern Ireland. 
Northern Ireland has a 
unique position as an 
integral part of the UK 
economy and, in several 
sectors, simultaneously 
part of the all-Ireland 
economy. This creates 
some specific challenges 
for those frameworks 
involving NI”.



 “Our manifesto 
committed to 
establishing a UK 
Shared Prosperity Fund 
to reduce inequalities 
between communities 
across our four nations, 
once we have left the 
European Union and EU 
Structural Funds” (July 
2018).



 “Collaborating for Common 
Success”

 How the Strand 2 bodies and 
areas of North-South 
cooperation may be affected 
by shifts towards UK-wide 
policies in areas previously 
considered to be devolved 
competences. This shift will 
become particularly acute in 
respect of the “repatriation” 
of powers from the EU to the 
UK, and the degree of 
difficulty facing North-South 
cooperation will depend on 
any regulatory divergence 
between the two jurisdictions 
on the island of Ireland.
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